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CONFIDENTIAL VIENNA 10233 

USIAEA 

USEEC 

DEPT PASS IO/SCT 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: IAEA, PARM, TECH 

SUBJ: IAEA SAFEGUARDS AND THE LA HAGUE REPROCESSING PLANT 
REF: MCFADDEN/MAHY TELEX 041300Z OCT 77 

1 . IAEA HAS NOT RPT NOT APPLIED SAFEGUARDS AT LA HAGUE 
REPROCESSING PLANT. TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH OF TEXT OF 
GOLDSCHMIDT'S XXI IAEA GENERAL CONFERENCE SPEECH 
INDICATES THAT GOF HAS ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE (RPT IN 
PRINCIPLE) THE IDEA OF IAEA SAFEGUARDS ON ITS TERRITORY. 

TEXT GOES ON TO SAY THAT GOF AND IAEA WERE CURRENTLY 
DISCUSSING SAFEGUARDS PROCEDURES IAEA MIGHT APPLY AT THE 
PLANT AND THAT EURATOM WOULD ALSO BE BROUGHT INTO THE 
PICTURE SHORTLY. 
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2. ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGEABLE IAEA SECRETARIAT 
SOURCE, IAEA INVOLVEMENT WAS INITIATED IN LIGHT OF 
ANTICIPATED REPROCESSING OF SPENT FUEL FROM POWER 
REACTORS IN JAPAN UNDER FRENCH- JAPANESE-IAEA TRILATERAL 
AGREEMENT (INFCIRC/171). IAEA STAFF VISITED LA HAGUE 

IN LATE JUNE 1977 TO REVIEW TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF 
APPLYING IAEA SAFEGUARDS TO THE PLANT. SEVERAL 
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DIFFICULTIES WERE FOUND: A) THERE IS NO RPT NO PROVISION FOR 
MEASURING VOLUME OF INPUT DISSOLVER SOLUTION. PLANT 
OPERATOR ACCEPTS TOTAL URANIUM VALUES CLAIMED BY 
REACTOR OPERATOR/FUEL FABRICATOR AS URANIUM INPUT TO 
PLANT. B) OPERATOR DETERMINES U TO PU RATIO OF 
DISSOLVER SOLUTION IN HOT CELLS CONTIGUOUS TO THE HOT 
PROCESSING AREA AND THERE IS NO RPT NO PROVISION FOR DISSOLVER 
SOLUTION SAMPLES TO BE REMOVED FROM THE PLANT 
FOR INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS OF PU AND U CONTENT. C) PLANT 
IS DESIGNED FOR CONTINUOUS OPERATION AND CLEANOUT BETWEEN 
BATCHES OF SAFEGUARDED AND NON-SAFEGUARDED FUEL WILL NOT 
RPT NOT BE MADE. D) HIGH ACTIVITY WASTE STREAMS WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO VERIFY DUE TO INACCESSIBILITY 
FOR SAMPLING PURPOSES. E) DUE TO FOREGOING, 

MEANINGFUL MUF DETERMINATION WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE POSSIBLE. 

3. PLANT WAS EVIDENTLY NOT DESIGNED WITH IDEA OF 
EXTERNAL INDEPENDENT SAFEGUARDS BEING APPLIED. IAEA 
HAS NOT RPT NOT YET DEFINED A SAFEGUARDS APPROACH TO 
THE LA HAGUE PLANT. 

4. EURATOM'S APPROACH IS NOT KNOWN TO THE AGENCY. 

5. PLANT OPERATOR EXPECTS TO BE PROCESSING SPENT 

FUEL FROM POWER REACTORS IN SWEDEN, GERMANY, SWITZERLAND 
AND OTHER COUNTRIES, SOME OF WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO BE OF 
U.S. ORIGIN. . IN THIS CONNECTION, OCTOBER 6, 1977, 
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"NUCLEONICS WEEK" ARTICLE ON PAGE 12 IS OF 
INTEREST.)STONE 
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